
was hit by a 
hurricane in 2004 
and they are still 
fundraising and 
working to rebuild 
their church. They 
are currently in a 
temporary building. 
The new church 
structure is under 
construction 
and while we 
were there we 
helped the 
parishioners 

prime the church.  They are 
planning on completing the 
final coat of paint in the 
weeks that follow. 

Funds are running low and 
soon they will not be able to 
continue.  More money 
needs to be raised to complete 
the church which will hold 600 
people. Their masses were 
wonderful; they praised and 
worshipped for a long time (2.5 
hours). The musical ministry 
included many guitars, drums, 
tambourines and a keyboard.

The Catholic Church is very 
involved in the social service work 
on the island. We spent time 
visiting CALLS, a program for the 
at-risk adolescent/young adult 
population.  Helping them get 
back on their feet with new job 
skills and a strong work ethic.  We 
also spent time visiting the home 
for the elderly and distributing 
food through the Meals on 
Wheels program, which is funded 
by Food for the Poor. Each house 

As our family returned from the 
island of Dominica, we were 
humbled and grateful for all the 
prayers and well wishes we 
received from our parishes: St. 
Mary and St. Boniface. Thanks to 
you, we traveled without a hitch, 
stayed healthy and had a great 
experience. Dominica is a beautiful 
and lush island. This tropical island 
has 360 rivers, hot springs, 
waterfalls and produces most of 
the fruit for the other Caribbean 
islands. Yet, the town and the 

people are very poor.

The Catholic Church is very strong 
on the island. Every little 
community has a Catholic Church.  
Our twinning parish of St Johns 
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we visited received a warm meal 
for the day and enough dry beans 
and rice for the week. The living 
conditions we witnessed were 
beyond belief. They didn't have 
running water, houses in very bad 
condition made with corrugated 
metal and unsanitary in some 
cases. 

However, the people we delivered 
meals to were happy and grateful 
for our company and food. They 
were very proud to introduce 

The temporary Church

Kids priming the new Church

The annual Blessings of  the Boats on the Feast of  St. John’s



themselves and talk to us. They 
truly made our trip special!

The Catholic Church is also a strong 
supporter of education on the 
island. Most schools are Catholic, 
even some of the public schools. 
The younger generation is trying 
hard to do well in school. There are 
blessed with a group of young 
adult leaders who are working hard 
to help keep the students on track 
and teach them the importance of 
what a good education can do for 
them and their country. We had the 
opportunity to visit with the 
students on their last day before 
summer break.  They were very 
grateful for all the supplies you 

sent!
As part of twinning, we also had 
time to interact and get to know 
the leaders of the Church, attend a 
youth discussion forum led by 
Father and a young adult activity. 
Father Sharplis and the parish were 
very welcoming and made sure we 
got to enjoy their island in between 
working. They took us to the 
Soufriere Sulphur Springs, the 
Trafalgar Waterfalls and treated us 
to a get together with some 

Stacy helping the nuns prepare
the meals to be delivered
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Traditional island Food
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young adult leaders

Kids at the falls

The Youth Open Forum

led by Father Ben

traditional island food.   Beth 
Azuille, Father's fantastic 
assistant, kept the kids happy 
treating them to coconut cakes 
and fresh mangoes!

Our experience in Dominica was 
truly a blessing for the whole 
family. The people had so little but 
yet they had so much. They were 
joyful, appreciative and thankful 
to God. This experience has 
helped us to all look at things a 
little differently. Being more 
grateful, understanding the 
importance of spending time 
with others and reaching out to 
let people know that they are 
important and that we care, 
were the gifts we received from 
our experience.
Thank you again for supporting 
us with prayers and school 
supplies! 

One of  the houses where
we delivered food
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